
 
I wanted to put together a list of questions to ask of a prospective wedding photographer that I could 
share with potential clients.  I searched the web and found some existing lists.  Some were useful, some 
were terrible.  I thought, can I come up with a better list?  I wanted to put some criterion on the list that I 
thought would help me keep it on track. 

1. Not too long.  People have a very short attention span.  I am thinking a top 10 type of list. 
2. Weight the tips toward professional photographers and away from “friend with a camera”. 
3. Help brides realize the critical nature of making the right decision. 
4. Make it truly helpful, not a sales pitch for me or my studio or studios like mine. 

Here are some of my tips for choosing a wedding photographer. 

 

1. Meet with the photographer that will be photographing you wedding.   Under no 
circumstances should you ever book a photographer unless you have met with them in person.  
You will be spending your wedding day with the photographer and you must feel comfortable with 
them.  I don’t care if your best friend loved him or he has won numerous awards.  Meet with him 
and get a feel for your ability to get along. 
 

2. Think about the finished product you want and work to obtain it.  If you want a beautiful 
wedding album that is laid out in a particular style, can the photography product that album.  Most 
pros can take nice pictures, if you want something more, be sure they can produce that as well.  
Do you want a special family picture with 60 family members in it?   If you just want a disk of 
images, chances are many professional photographers will not take you on as a client.  
Professionals do not generally want shoot and burn clients.  Beware of anyone posing as a 
professional that cannot produce a professional album and show you examples of complete 
weddings they have photographed. 
 

 
3. Passion.  This is something I have never seen in another top 10 list yet it is one of the most 

important aspects of your selection process.  Is the photographer passionate about wedding 
photography?  Just because they have photographed 500 weddings does not mean they really 
give a damn about yours.  It’s just a job to some.  They do the same thing the same way and 
product the same album from each wedding.  During your discussion a passionate photographer 
will share their love of wedding photography with you as they get excited about your colors, 
venue, time of year, lighting, and your personnel wants and desires.  They want to give you what 
you want and will do whatever they can to make you happy.  This needs to be evident from your 
discussions. 
 

4. Do you like the photographers work?  It’s your choice.  Select a photographer that produces 

work that you like.  There is a lot of talk about photographic styles and terms like 
photojournalistic, natural light, candid, and posed are often throw around.  The bottom line here 
is; do you like their pictures?  If you love them, book the photographer.  If you don’t move on until 
you find someone that you do love. 



 
 

 

 
5. Price Range  Selecting a photographer based on price in a very bad move.  Seriously I have 

attended seminars that urged us to go out and double our prices because people would perceive 
us as better photographers because we are charging more.  Price is simply a poor indication of a 
photographer’s talent.   Here is a quick education for you about why a photographer charges what 
they charge. 

• Pre-wedding meeting 2 hours. 
• Wedding day 10 to 12 hours with assistant (20 to 24 total man hours). 
• Sorting through 1000 to 1500 pictures so the bride only sees the best 300, 4 hours. 

(Beware of the photographer that says he will show you 2000 pictures.  If you spend only 
10 seconds looking at each picture it will take you over 5 hours just to look through them. 
It is his job to show you only the best!) 

• Preliminary touch up of select photos and posting to web page, 2 hours. 
• Working with bride to assemble the best album possible 10 hours. 
• Total time, around 40 hours.  Yes that is a work week. 
• So if it takes 40 hours and you are getting an album that costs the photographer $400 

and you are paying him $ 2400 guess what, he is only billing $50 an hour. Try to hire 
other professional tradesmen for that rate.  Seriously the most important day of your life 
is worth the cost of a professional photographer! 
 

6. Discuss your wants and needs and get a total price.   During your face to face meeting with 

your photographer talk about the services and packages offered. Every photographer puts 

packages together differently based on their thought process.   This is generally done to help a 

bride get close with a package.  In most cases a photographer will work with you to customize a 

package to accommodate your needs.  Starting from scratch with an a la carte list is simply too 

confusing and too time consuming for most brides.  Don't be afraid to ask questions at this point 

in time.  You can generally negotiate what you want and need.  The photographer wants and 

needs your business and should be able to accommodate your wishes.   

 

7.  Use your head and common sense.  I have literally seen hundreds of questions to ask your 

photographer. Has he shot a wedding at “your” location?  What type of equipment does he 

have?  How will he be dressed?  How many pictures will he take?  These and 100’s more similar 

questions all boil down to this.  Is your photographer a talented passionate professional 

wedding photographer with a proven track record of success?  Ask as many questions as 

are required, look around the studio and review his work until you can answer yes to this simple 

question.   Then book ‘em. 

 

 


